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W&&OR-'Q{BIR{FGR: Chief, Menufacturdng «nd Bervices Divi’s;on, ORR

ATTENTION t

FROM + Chief, CIA/PID (NPIC)
SUBJECT : I.hasa-(iartok‘ Road
REFERENCE H Requirement Ke. OBR 302/53

Project No. € 228/63

1. This memcrysndum 1s in respunse to the referenced requlrement which
reguestes

A« The preparuticn of ammstated maps and text indicating the “lignment.
snd conditlion of the road commeeting Lhaea {29 3iN - 91 OGE) with Cartok
(31 44y - 80 228).

B. Ipdicate uny roads in the aree which appear te be under constructicn
oy Tecently cmpleted..

€. Describe any roads lewding from thils road towsrd or crossing the
Bino-Indian Border.
2« The LhusawGurtok Read has been divided into se¢tions to facilitate
description, These secticns and secvndary rouds have been plotied om the three
enclosed mapsa

A. Lhasa-Chakeum Gompa Secticn

Betveen Lhass and Chiksum Gompa {25 108 - 50 B3E) the road follows the
north bank of the Gys Cbhu (River), through Chusul Dzeng (2y 23N - JO 44E)
to 29 Z1N - 30 41E where the rcad crosses the Brahmaputra F.iver aver a
pontoesn bridge to Cheksan Gomps on the south bank., This secticn ¥ tha

road hes tve lanes, folluws level valley tervalm snd hus ‘ueen graded and
Improved,

B. Chuksam QGunps~ Gyangtse Sectiun

Frem Chalteam Giaps the rowed proceeds southwest zlong the seuth bank of
the Brubsoansutre River for ebout six miles where it turxns sculh golng over
5 puee tu the northwestern wrm of Yemdrog Teho {(Luke). Between Chaksam
Gumpn ond the western end of this luke the road wppewrs to be twe lunes
wide with gravel or cxushed stonme surface ond the grades and curves sre
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BUBJECT: Lhaﬁaqurtuk Road

graded. From the west end of Yomdirog Tsho photo coversge 1s of poor
guality ond the exact eondition of the rad 1s dlfficult to determine;
2 . however, in places it wppeurs to marrow snd it cannot be determined 1L
© tyro-lene wicth is meintelned. From spproximately 20 558 - $0 ICE the
road ie cbserved on goud quality photogruphy. At this point the road '
‘brezks cut of rough terrsin and is two lanes wide with o gruvel or
erushed ek surface sll the way to Gyangtee (28 564 - 89 30E).

C. QCyasngtse-Zhikatse Sewtlon

Petween Gyungtee and Zhikstse (27 17N - &3 53B) the rcad is two lune,
surfaced with gravel or crushed stome and Ffolluws the scuth bunk of the
Nyang Chu (River). The tervslin is nearly level and the rosd bus been
graded and improved and s in excellent condltion.

D. Zhikatse-Lhatse Dzopg«Trudom Section
Between Zhikatse and v puint sbout five nsuticel miles scuth of Lhatse
Dzong this portien of the Lhasu~fartck Rond is two-lanes wide wnd 1n good
condition, The eastern thisd wppears tou have been improved sind graded. ' Ab
273 CoN ~ &7 348 the road forus the Dralimaputrs River and extends west wnd
west northwest t. Tradem (2 38H - &% 11B). , Obliguity end pucr scale phato
cover precludes cetailed cnalysis of the road between the ford and Saka
(29 30K - 85 108)., From Saka to Treuwsm the road was observed on good
guality pheto coverage. Settions of the road between Sals and Lhatee Dong
appsured tu be well engineeved wnd gradss kept tc o minimim becwuse mmercue
- pwitch-backs were cheerved st pscses. Between Sska and Tradom the road for
the moet part Followed streom vuelleys, grades were st s minimim and the
road hus been improved znd in pluces widened to two lunes. The enkire
secticn from near Lhotse Dzong to Pradum bae been vepresented on the
enclosed map as single-lspe improved, although sectlons ot the western end
are twe lane.

B. TradoeneGartok Sectlon

For mich of the dlstance between Tradum and Lake Munaserowar the road
sppears as two ruts vwbere vehlcles huve possed. EBotween Lake Manaporowar
end Gurtok (31 Lii - 80 21B) the road appesrs in better condition znd in
sume sress of rougher terrain the rosd has definitely been improved.

3. Folloewing ie u brief Zesmeripiicn of <he gecondary roads extending
scuth from the Lhasu-Gartok Rosd toward or over the Siuc-Indian or Sinc-Nepal
Eoyier. ' : :

&. From Gy:mngtse (28 56N - 89 308) a two lane, gruded znd improved roud

extends scuth and southwest to Yatung {27 258 - 88 S0E). This ruad enccunters

oo steep gredes until it reaches the Chumbi Valley ewst of Yatung. This road
comtinues scuth to Ksju Guupa (27 208 - 88 50R) where two geparate rowds
extend scuthwest over the Natu Pass +nd Jelep Piss inty Sikkim. The roads
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- BUBJECT: LHASA~GARTOK ROAD

cvef the pasees have = natuml surfuce, very steep prades &nd many switch
backs. They are eingle lane and appear tu be unserviceable fur heuvy

vehicles.. ,

B. From 27 CON - 87 358, Just'suuth of Lhatse Dzong a two lone rosud exitends

to Tingri Dzong (28 35N - 86 538B). Between 2 SN - 87 35E through a divide
tu Choshe (20 30N - 87 1CE) the raad encounters consideruble grudes ond may
nerrew to a single lune in places, EHetween Chasho sud Tlngri Dzong this
road follows the level valley =f the Phung Chu {River) and is graded =nd
improved. .

€. The remaindey of the ruads extending toward ur crossing the border

are single lane, either improved or unimproved. They will not be deseribed
in detsil ss the mup and legend provides sdequate information. For the
nuBt part these roads only beocame improved when they nesar the bordsr in
dlfficult mauntainous terrain. The improvements uctually 3o not necvessarily
neun that the roads are &F better guality then the unimproved cnes, but cut
snd £ill work is needed before o vehicle coulld even negotiate the arex.
Many of the unimproved rcoade traverse intermountsin basing or streunm valleys
which contein well drsined and compacted sand and gravel., EBuch terrwin does
not need improvements and in meny pluaces vehicles can frevel slong rendom
mAatbes . ;

L, The photo analysts assigued to this projeci vere é
| ehculd you bave Tercher

‘questlons concerning this project. This memiranium end graphics complete the
refeyenced regquirement . -

BNCLOSURES ) ,
3 soncteted maps {CIA/PID/IB-P-537/03 thru P-535/63)
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